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HOW IS THE 60GHZ SPECTRUM AFFECTED BY OXYGEN?  
Both rain and oxygen can heavily impact signal levels in the 60GHz band.  

Oxygen absorbs the signal in the lower half of the unlicensed 60GHz band with a peak at 

channels 2 and 3 of around 15dB/km at sea level.  

This amount varies based on altitude since altitude also has an impact on the amount of 

oxygen in the path.  

Channel 1 is less impacted by oxygen absorption at around 12dB/km and channels 5 and 6 

are minimally impacted by oxygen absorption as shown in the graph below: 

 

CHANNEL PLANNING 

These physical characteristics can be very useful when planning deployments: 

• For high densities of shorter links using the channels with high oxygen absorption 

results in less self-interference and a higher amount of channel reuse since the 

oxygen is eliminating the signal quickly past the usable range. 

• For longer links, the upper channels enable longer connections. 

Summary: the 60 GHz upper band channels are less affected by oxygen absorption than the 

lower channels. 
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HOW IS THE 60GHZ SPECTRUM AFFECTED BY RAIN?  

RAIN FADE & 60 GHZ 

All wireless links that operate at a frequency above 6GHz are attenuated by rain to some 

degree. The amount of attenuation depends on: 

1. The frequency of operation: the higher the frequency, the higher the attenuation in 

general 

2. The intensity of the rain: the higher the intensity, the higher the attenuation in 

general 

3. The length of the path where rain is falling 

FREQUENCY & RAIN FADE FACTORS 

The first 2 factors are fairly straightforward. This chart below shows the amount of 

attenuation based on frequency of operation and the intensity of the rainfall expressed in 

dB/km of attenuation: 

 
Rain attenuation grows based on frequency until around 100GHz where it is flat-to-slightly-

lower as frequency is increased beyond 100GHz. 
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There are several models that can be used to calculate the rain rate for a given region. 

The ITU model assigns rain zones for different geographic regions and then uses 

probabilities and a formula to provide attenuation based on link availability.  

 

While this model can be useful, there are other ways to look at this that we feel provides a 

much better understanding of the chances for a link to drop. 

For the US and a few select other regions, NOAA provides very detailed rainfall data that can 

be used to calculate if a link will go down during a rain storm, how often that type of rain fall 

might occur, and the duration.  

To access the data for your area: 

1. Simply click on your state 

2. Change the dropdown at the top of the page to "Precipitation Intensity" 

3. Input the address you wish to analyse. 

The table at the bottom of the page will update accordingly. An example for San Diego is 

provided here for reference: 
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HOW TO READ THIS CHART 

This chart is useful for understanding how likely a link is to drop. 

• On the left side, a duration for the rainfall is listed 

• Across the top you'll find the frequency of reoccurrence.  

• The values in the table are rain rates in terms of inches per hour.  

 

For most cases, the 5- or 10-min duration and the 2 or 5 year reoccurrence is most useful.  

This number should be converted to mm/hr and can then be used in the SilverNet Ltd link 

calculator to understand if the link is robust or not. For example, a 5 min duration / 2-year 

reoccurrence for San Diego is 1.99 in/hr or 50.5 mm/hr.  

Using the link calculator, we can see what this means in terms of link attenuation per km: 
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If the link is only 500m, this would only equate to 8-9dB of rain fade depending on the 

channel.  

Again, using the link calculator, we can see that it is very unlikely that a 500m link in San 

Diego will ever go down due to rain: 
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From the results, this link can withstand a rain rate of 63 mm/hr (2.48 in/hr).  

According to the chart for San Diego listed above, that's only likely to occur every 5 years 

with a max duration of 5 minutes (or every 10-25 years with a max duration of 10 minutes). 

PATH LENGTH FACTOR 

The last factor (length of path) is a bit more nuanced. The attenuation by rain will occur 

where there is rainfall in the path itself. Depending on the rain distribution, this may or may 

not be the entire path. 

Also, if rainfall typically occurs in particular orientations (for example, as a line that runs 

north to south), links that are perpendicular may have lower attenuation simply because the 

entire path does not have rainfall occurring at the same time. 

 

It is also important to note that SilverNet Ltd radios can use lower modulations in periods of 

rain in order to keep a link working at lower capacity levels. Once the rainfall has reduced or 

stopped, the full "dry link" capacity will be restored.  

The SilverNet Ltd link calculator tool can help to provide the amount of link budget 

estimated for a given distance.  

This, in turn, can be used to estimate how much additional attenuation the link can 

withstand before losing connection - and a corresponding rain intensity can be derived. 

 


